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Mark Your   

Calendars ! 

Arizona STTI Southwest 
Summitð5th Bi-Annual 
Research Consortium 
Conference March 28, 
2008 

Beta Upsilon Spring In-
duction is scheduled for 
Tuesday, May 6, 2008.  
Watch upcoming e-
newsletters for details. 

Watch your emails for 
monthly news from Beta 
Upsilon 

50 year Gala Celebration 
April 25th. Breakfast with 
the Dean 8:30 am until 
Noon. Evening at the 
Biltmore. See CONHI 
web site for details. 

    http://nursing.asu.edu/ 

THE ESSENCE 
OF Beta Upsilon  

            

              

  

. Vision Check: Are you seeing and 

thinking 20/20?  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

ñBy the year 2020, the Honor Society of Nursing, Sigma Theta Tau International 

will be the organization of choice for scholarship, knowledge and leadership 

for nurses globally. As a leader in professional nursing, the honor society will 

be the organization nurses use when looking for information on global health 

issues. This will be possible because of the intellect and leadership of its mem-

bers who will influence health care decisions globally, regionally and locallyéò 

http://www.nursingsociety.org/aboutus/CalltoAction/Documents/

Vision2020ExecutiveSummary.pdf 

How can we promote the vision?  

(Continued on page 2) 

Message from the President  

Karen Saewert, PhD, RN, CPHQ, CNE 
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Editorôs Corner 

Spring promises to be 
an exciting time. The 
Spring induction will be 
held May 6th. New offi-
cers will be sworn in as 
we pay tribute to those 
who have served the 
Beta Upsilon Chapter 
well.  

Also, the Essence  will 
be moving to an elec-
tronic format. Please 
see the announcement 
on page 17. If you wish 
to continue to receive a 
hard copy, action is 
required on your part.  
We want to keep you 
informed of chapter 
activities so let us hear 
from you on your pre-
ferred method of 
ñmailingò. 

Sally Kennedy, Editor 

http://www.nursingsociety.org/aboutus/CalltoAction/Documents/Vision2020ExecutiveSummary.pdf
http://www.nursingsociety.org/aboutus/CalltoAction/Documents/Vision2020ExecutiveSummary.pdf
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Members and chapters can bring Vision 2020 into focus by:  

Being Intentionally Global 

Member: Identify four global health issues that influence your practice and educate yourself and your col-
leagues about them.  

Chapter: Mentor developing honor societies in other countries. 

Building Knowledge Resources 

Member: Present your clinical innovation, research or knowledge work in a global forum or conference. 

Chapter: Give a chapter award for excellence in evidence-based practice. 

Developing Leadership  

Member: Make a commitment to find or be a mentor. 

Chapter: Feature local nurse leader success stories in chapter newsletters. 

Providing Service 

Member: Assist with chapter events such as memory walks, induction, programs and fund-raising activities. 

Chapter: Collaborate with other local health care organizations during National Nurses' Week to recognize 
the outstanding achievements and contributions made by nurses. 

 

Links to additional Call to Action suggestions on how members and chapters can take a closer look and be inten-
tionally global, create and share knowledge resources, develop career-spanning leadership skills, and provide ser-
vice can be found at http://www.nursingsociety.org/aboutus/CalltoAction/Pages/CalltoAction.aspx 

What does Vision 2020 look like?  

ñWhen the organization convenes in 2020, imagine a room filled with thousands of nurses in native dress 

and national flags lining the perimeter. Topics of discussion, enabled by virtual interactions, will focus on 

health are issues and how nursing knowledge, leadership and scholarship will provide solutions. Individu-

als will gather in small and large groups in open, common -interest forums that will work together to create 

cross -country, action agendas and initiatives that address priority global health care issues. Most impor-

tantly, members will be enthused, actively engage and making a difference in global health.ò http://

www.nursingsociety.org/aboutus/CalltoAction/Documents/Vision2020ExecutiveSummary.pdf 

What do you think? Can you see it now?  

 

 

Warmest regards, 
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http://www.nursingsociety.org/aboutus/CalltoAction/Pages/CalltoAction.aspx
http://www.nursingsociety.org/aboutus/CalltoAction/Documents/Vision2020ExecutiveSummary.pdf
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Fall 2007 Inductees  

Undergraduate Students  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

     

  

 

 

 

Alvin Alfonso  

Alvin would like to secure a position in a trauma ICU after graduating and passing the NCLEX. His long term goal is 
to return to school to be a nurse anesthetist or an adult nurse practitioner. 

 

Diego Alonzo  

Diegoôs area of interest is in adult health, particularly critical care or emergency nursing. He would like to work in 
the ED after graduation and eventually return to school for an advanced degree. 

 

Lindsey Bishop  

Lindsey has been involved in many student organizations while attending ASU. She plans to begin her career in 
pediatrics, particularly pediatric intensive care. She plans to travel to Africa to work with people living with HIV/AIDs. 

After some experience Lindsey would like to return to school to become a nurse practitioner. 

 

BSN inductees from West 
Campus. Faculty  Judy 
Hightower is standing on  
the far right. 

BSN inductees 

On December 11, 2007 Beta Upsil9on Chapter  inducted 29 undergraduates, 
seven RN-BSN students, six graduate students, and three community leaders. 
We enthusiastically welcome these individuals into this chapter and look for-
ward to their contribution to chapter activities. 
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Jodi Bonta  

Following graduation Jodi would plans to work in neuro-ICU. She would like to be certified in critical care nursing. 
After some work experience, Jodi would like to return to ASU to obtain a DNP and eventually teach nursing. 

 

Rachel Brittin  

Rachel wants to obtain a position in the intensive care unit at Mayo Clinic Hospital flowing graduation. Her long-
term professional goals include publishing in a professional nursing journal and earning a masterôs degree with in 
the next three to five years. 

 

Theresa Combs  

Prior to entering the nursing program, Theresa worked as an office manager in an orthopedic office which provided 
her many opportunities to use her organizational and communication skills. Following graduation, Theresa would 
like to obtain a position as a perioperative nurse. 

 

Kathleen Dierker  

Katie would like to work in pediatrics or cardiovascular nursing. She plans to become involved in professional nurs-
ing organizations in her field. A long term goal is to volunteer in Central or South America with a health care team. 
Katie plans to return to school to become a nurse practitioner. 

 

Angelina Doetsch   

Angie is passionate about nursing and wants to work in either the NICU or labor and delivery after graduation. After 
some experience she would like to return to school to become a nurse practitioner. 

 

Nicole Gerron  

Nicole believes that leadership is an arté.the art of influencing others. As an artist, she believes she will be able to 
inspire others in a cause. Following graduation she plans to work in labor and delivery before returning to school to 
become a certified midwife. 

 

April Griffin  

April is considering working in the emergency department following graduation. She would like to seek certification 
in critical care and ACLS. She plans to return to school with the hopes of becoming a nurse practitioner and having 
the ability to educate future nurses. 

 

Holland Haasonoot  

Holland would like to obtain a position within the Banner Thunderbird hospital in labor and delivery. A long term 
goal is to become a certified nurse midwife.   

 

Namjung Hammer    

While in college, Namjung worked as a math tutor at the tutoring center where she earned an Advanced Tutoring 
Certificate from the College of Learning and Reading. She would like to work in critical care and eventually become 
a nurse anesthetist and a nurse educator. 
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Cassandra Hanley  

As a member of the Bachelors of Science in Nursing Organization Cassandra has been responsible for organizing 
meetings and planning student events. She is graduating cum laude and plans to pursue a career as a nurse on a 
cardiovascular intensive care unit. After some experience she plans to become a nurse practitioner. 

 

Emily Harman  

Emily serves as the secretary of the Bachelors of Science in Nursing Organization on the west campus. She plans 
to work on the oncology unit at Mayo Clinic Hospital upon graduation as well as volunteering at the Family Advo-
cacy Center in Phoenix. She would like to obtain a masterôs in public health and work with people with HIV/AIDS in 
the US and abroad. 

 

Yuan Hu    

Yuan is interested in working in cardiac ICU following graduation and returning to school to become a nurse practi-
tioner. Becoming a college nursing professor is a dream for her. 

 

Matthew Johnson  

Matthew is undecided about what graduate education he will pursue but has considered programs for Certified Reg-
istered Nurses Anesthetist and Cardiovascular Perfusionist as well as a DNP in adult health. After graduation he 
plans to work in CVICU or oncology. 

 

Lauren Lassen  

Lauren works at Banner Desert Medical Center as a nurse extern in labor and delivery. She would like to continue 
working there as a nurse when she graduates. Her ultimate dream is to become a womenôs health nurse practitio-
ner. 

 

Candice Lewis  

Candice has been the co-chair for fund raising of the Bachelors of Science in Nursing Organization on the west  

campus. She has worked as a nurse extern in the NICU at Banner Thunderbird and would like to work in the neona-
tal intensive care unit at Phoenix Childrenôs Hospital following graduation. Her long term goals include obtaining an 
advanced degree with a focus on research. 

 

Jennifer Lutz  

Jennifer wants to work in critical care where she can develop her skills. Her ultimate goal is to enroll in the Doctorate 
of Nursing Practice program at ASU College of Nursing and Healthcare Innovation.  

 

Angel Madolid  

Angel is a nurse extern liaison in ICU where she orients new nurse externs to the unit. She has been a member of 
Kappa Delta Chi sorority where she has held a board position for three years. Her goal is to work with geriatric cli-
ents in ICU at Boswell Memorial hospital. She plans to return to school to become an Adult Nurse Practitioner. 

 

Judd Mendenhall  

Judd would like to work in the emergency department following graduation. Further education would be a goal with 
earning a DNP and working as a Family Nurse Practitioner and perhaps pursuing a career as a nurse educator. 
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Melissa McCue  

Melissa plans to obtain a position on a medical surgical unit upon graduation. After some experience she wants to 
return to school and obtain a masters degree in womenôs health and pursue a career in teaching. 

 

Betti Jo McGonigle  

Betti Jo plans to graduate with honors and apply for a position in a hospital with a new graduate program in labor 
and delivery or ICU. A long term goal is to return to school and become a nurse practitioner specializing in either 
womenôs health or intensive care.  

 

Angelina Pullano  

Angelina is interested in several areas of nursing: complex care, pediatrics, and labor and delivery. Following 
graduation she plans to work in an area hospital in ICU and eventually return to school to become a nurse practitio-
ner. 

 

Thais Santos  

Thais plans to work in labor and delivery following graduation. After some experience she will apply to Yale Univer-
sity School of Nurse-Midwifery and Divine studies.  

 

Erica Scott  

Erica has had many positions on the board of her sorority, Tri Delta while a student at Northern Arizona University. 
Erica is interested in intensive care, research, and education. She would like to obtain a masterôs degree and ulti-
mately teach. 

 

Jessica Seidel  

Jessicaôs passion is for childrenôs health and welfare. She plans to work in OB, NICU, or pediatrics at Scottsdale 
Healthcare at Shea where she has worked for the last 2 years. In the future she is interested in becoming a nurse 
practitioner. 

 

Judith Sirkis  

Judy is particularly interested in hospice, palliative care, and community health. She would like to seek certification 
in hospice and palliative care. She will be starting her nursing career at the Mayo Clinic Hospital in the new gradu-
ate program. 

 

Brandon Tarlowski  

Prior to nursing, Brandon provided case management and social services to youth at risk. Following graduation he 
would like to work in the emergency department and become a member of the Red Cross disaster relief team. He 
plans to return to school to pursue a Doctorate in Nursing Practice. 
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Kari Bennett  

Kari plans to continue working in the SICU at the VA Hospital following graduation. She will plan to obtain critical 
care certification next year and hopes to enroll in an Acute Care Nurse Practitioner program next fall. 

 

Jane Collins  

Most recently Jan took a year off work to complete her BSN stating it was the best thing she has ever done. Prior to 
returning to school Jane worked as a public health nurse in Kingman, Arizona. She plans to work in Phoenix with 
families. Janeôs long term goal would be to use her masterôs degree in dance education and her BSN to start a pro-
gram for anyone who needs a new outlook on life. 

 

Jessica Dietrich  

Jessica works in the intensive care unit at Phoenix St. Luke's Hospital as the clinical coordinator. She plans on 
working there until she complete her master's degree. Her plan is to obtain an MBA/HCM and she would like to 
work as a hospital administrator. 

 

Laura Giles  

Laura lives in Tucson where she works as the Newborn Intensive Care Unit Discharge  Coordinator and Family 
Educator at the University Medical Center where she will continue to work following graduation. She would like to 
be a clinical nurse educator and is considering a masterôs program in education. Laura is certified in high risk neo-
natal nursing and in perinatal bereavement counseling. 

 
RN-BSN Students  
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Kim Gordon  

Kim works at Urologic Consultants and a nurse and an administrator. She plans to continue in this position and after 
a break return to school to become a Family Nurse Practitioner. Kim recently joined the Arizona Nurses Association 
and plans to be active in two committees. 

 

Kelly Hillcove  

Kelly works on the oncology unit at Scottsdale Healthcare Shea. She plans to obtain her certification in oncology 
and chemotherapy as well as certification as a Yoga instructor. She would like to teach yoga to cancer survivors at 
the Virginia G. Piper Cancer Center. 

 

Brian Keller  

Brian works at Chandler Regional hospital on a medical/surgical unit where he serves as a preceptor for new gradu-
ates. He will continue to work at the hospital until next summer when he would like to relocate. Brian would like to 
work in ICU and plans to return to school for a DNP. Ultimately, he would like to work as a nurse practitioner in an 
orthopedic group and teach nursing. 

 

Graduate Students  

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

Mandy Draper  

Mandy works as a medical/surgical ICU nurse where she has precepted and mentored new nurse graduates. She 
was a travel nurse for three years. She is a member of several professional organizations: Graduate Nurses Organi-
zation, American Academy of Nurse Practitioners, American Nurses Association, American Association of Critical 
Care Nurses. She will be a nurse practitioner in adult health and would eventually like to have her own practice. 

 

Lynn Maupin  

Lynn owns and operates a small business that provides CPR and ACLS to health professionals across the valley. 
She is the president of the Graduate Nurses Organization, Arizona Nurses Association, American Association of 
Critical Care Nurses, and the Reserve Officers Association. Lynn is a certified critical care nurse. After obtaining her 
masterôs degree in nursing she plans to participate in more humanitarian missions through the military and civilian 
arenas. She would eventually like to obtain a doctorate. 


